Portable chest roentgenography and computed tomography in critically ill patients.
Computed tomography (CT) of the chest offers improved resolution and sensitivity for evaluating chest pathologic conditions compared with other imaging techniques. Intensive care unit patients with portable chest findings that diverge from the clinical course may actually have severe intrathoracic disease that can be detected with CT. Our three patients demonstrate chest CT can aid in the diagnosis of significant intrathoracic pathologic conditions which have been significantly underestimated by portable chest roentgenography. We discuss the reasons for this improved detectability by CT, as well as suggest alternative techniques that can be performed at the bedside in patients whose initial portable chest roentgenogram and clinical course do not correlate.